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Calendar 

Ribbon cutting held for expansion 

August 2018 

1 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection  

2 - Planning Commission -  

 City Hall at 12:00 p.m.  

7 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

8 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste 

15 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection  

16 - Planning Commission -  

 City Hall at 5:30 p.m.  

21 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

22 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste 

29 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection  

 
 

September 2018 

3 - All City offices will be closed for Labor Day 

(Trash services to run on normal schedule.    

 The Transfer Station will be open.)  

4 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

5 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection  

6 - Planning Commission -  

 City Hall at 12:00 p.m.  

12 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste 

18 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

19 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection  

20 - Planning Commission -  

 City Hall at 5:30 p.m.  

26 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste 
 

 

Submit requests for Heavy Trash pick-up  

before noon on Wednesday, 

the week prior to pick-up, 

 at 294-5796. 
 

Learn more about  

City events at 

www.huntsvilletx.gov  
 

 

This spring, the Huntsville City Council 

included a Strategic Plan objective to 

plant 250 trees on public property within 

the city limits. The Cityõs Parks and Lei-

sure Department is pleased to report that 

number has already been met and ex-

ceeded, and hopes residents have no-

ticed and are enjoying these enhance-

ments. 

Parks joined forces with local service 

organizations and individuals to achieve 

the goal, and the new vegetation is 

providing habitat for wildlife and bank 

stabilization for creeks and is beautifying 

area parks, according to Parks Manager 

John Agey. 

City Horticulturalist David Zellar worked 

closely with those who supported the 

efforts. Donations of time and money 

came from Mark Erb with Forestry Associ-

ates, the Huntsville Lions Club, the Rota-

ry Club of Huntsville, and the Alpha Kap-

pa Alpha Sorority, Inc.  

òThese trees are essential to the beau-

ty of our parks,ó Zellar said. òOnce they 

are fixed in their new homes, we feed 

and water them appropriately to ensure 

full healthy growth.ó 

Agey said the biggest impact has been 

at Eastham-Thomason Park, located at 

1500 Seventh Street and Avenue N. 

òThe park is 150 acres overall. Be-

cause of the its size, we were able to 

plant a variety of trees, including live oak, 

Chinese pistache, vitex (chaste tree), and 

crepe myrtles,ó Agey said. òAnd that 

doesnõt include the 130 mixed seedlings 

of oak, elm, and redbud the Rotary Club 

assisted in placing off Mesquite Street.ó 

Other locations that have also received 

attention are in the Town Creek area, 

with ten live oaks along 16th Street, 

through a donation from Erb, and by 

Gibbs Park on Avenue S, with ten 

roughleaf dogwoods provided by a Rotary 

Club donation. Agey said staff also 

worked to get sixteen trees rooted at the 

Sam Houston Statue and Visitor Center.  

òThey received holly, vitex, buttonbush, 

and desert willow. The new trees will en-

hance the appearance of the recently 

opened expansion, as well as offering 

shade and noise control from the inter-

state and highway,ó Agey said. 

Parks staff also installed five 15-foot 

crepe myrtles along Veterans Memorial 

Parkway. Agey added the City still has 75 

seedlings in the nursery that will be culti-

vated this fall. 

Mayor Andy Brauninger was pleased to 

hear of the successes in a Strategic Plan 

update from City Manager Aron Kulhavy, 

which was provided to the full City Coun-

cil in early July.  

òOver 280 trees have been added to 

our community in recent months; thatõs 

great news,ó Brauninger said. òOur area 

was hard hit by drought a few years ago, 

so we are very glad to see our environ-

ment being restored in this way. Much 

appreciation to the Parks staff and the 

generous donors for assisting in these 

efforts.ó  

For more information about planting 

trees, call 936-294-5721. 

Seeing green with more trees 

The grand opening of the 

William H. Hodges Educa-

tion Building was held Fri-

day, July 20, at the Sam 

Houston Statue and Visitor 

Center. Members of the 

Hodges family were present 

for the event. Staff is now 

taking reservations for the 

facility at 936-291-9726. 



 

 

Back-to-school driving safety 
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PLEASE BE MINDFUL OF  

SCHOOL ZONE SPEED LIMITS 
Huntsville High School:  

FM 2821 - 7:30 to 8 a.m./3:15 to 4 p.m.  

35 miles per hour  
 

Huntsville Intermediate &  

          Scott Johnson Elementary:  

US 190 - 7:30 to 8:05 a.m./  

3:15 to 4 p.m. -  30 miles per hour  
 

Huntsville Elementary:  87 Martin Luther King Dr. 

Gibbs Elementary:  19 th Street  

Stewart Elementary:  3400 Boettcher  

Sam Houston Elementary:  1600 7th Street  

Mance Park Middle School:  8th Street  

All five campuses:  7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m./ 

2:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. - 20 miles per hour  
 

Speeding or use of cell phones in a school zone 

is punishable by a fine not to exceed $200. 

Call the Huntsville Police Department for more 

information at (936) 291-5480. 

Schoolõs in!  

The Huntsville Police Department asks all drivers to be especially mindful 

of the beginning of the school year and the associated traffic concerns.  

According to HPD Lieutenant Jim Barnes, the renewed enforcement of 

school zones and the laws pertaining to school buses should be on the 

minds of all motorists, as well as the increased presence of Sam Houston 

State University students on main roadways. 

òThe Huntsville Independent School District, Sam Houston State Universi-

ty, and other local campuses will be back in session, and there will be a lot 

more traffic and kids to consider,ó Lt. Barnes said.  

òWeõre encouraging all citizens to be aware, plan accordingly when driv-

ing within the city, and be patient and cognizant of their surroundings.ó 

Lt. Barnes said everyone should review the locations of school zones on 

their daily travel routes as well as the speed limits in effect during drop-off 

and pick-up hours. 

All individuals operating a motor vehicle are reminded that the use of cell 

phones in school zones, when active, violates City ordinances and is punish-

able by a fine not to exceed $200.  

This regulation applies to both calling and texting, and the same fine ap-

plies to speeding in school zones. 

Additionally, motorists should consider road construction projects that 

may be along their routes from home to schools, and be prepared for in-

creased drive times. 

Recycle Grease & Motor Oil! 
Thinking about changing your motor oil or 

flushing your coolant during these hot sum-

mer days? Have you thought about how to 

dispose of these and other types of liquids, 

including  peanut or cooking oil?  

Donõt pour those materials down the 

drain ð recycle them! 

The City of Huntsville Solid Waste Division 

offers free, year-round recycling for residen-

tial customers for these liquids and other 

items at the Recycling Drop-Off Center (590 

I-45 North) from 7:30 a.m.- 4:45 p.m. Mon-

day through Saturday. 

Other items, including oil filters, are recy-

cled in specifically marked collection bar-

rels. As they are flammable, neither gaso-

line nor diesel from lawn equipment or ve-

hicles will be accepted for disposal or recy-

cling. 

Due to disposal restrictions, the Solid 

Waste Division is not able to pick up liquids 

on a curbside basis.  

If you have any questions, please call 

936-294-5712. 



 

 

Ever had a hard time finding a nonfiction 

or academic book that was required for a big 

homework assignment? Need a great beach 

read or classic romance but donõt want to 

wait for someone else to return it? The 

Huntsville Public Library (HPL) is the go-to 

information resource for residents, providing 

two primary routes for accessing tough-to-

find materials of all types. 

Adult Library Technician Mary Kokot ex-

plained that membership has its privileges 

for HPL cardholders. 

òWhile we might wish we could purchase 

and stock everything anyone might want to 

read or look through, thatõs not a possibility 

for any library. Our patrons can request 

books we donõt have and we try to locate 

them. The InterLibrary Loan system brings 

things here and the TexShare program al-

lows cardholders to check them out at other 

libraries across the state.ó 

InterLibrary Loans (ILL) 

When the Library receives a request for 

items not currently in the catalog, staff con-

ducts a search of databases through the 

InterLibrary Loan (ILL) system.  

When located at participating facilities, 

items are borrowed for a limited period, usu-

ally about 30 days. Kokot said that patrons 

must be in good standing to use the ILL pro-

gram, with a limit of five requests available 

at one time.  

The ILL system is free and accessible 

online at MyHuntsvilleLibrary.com or by call-

ing HPL. Once a request is made, the patron 

will receive an email or phone call confirm-

ing the loan and will again be notified when 

the book arrives. 

òOur first course of action, if we donõt own 

what a patron is looking for, is to borrow the 

book from another library through InterLi-

brary Loan,ó Kokot said. òThe process to 

receive an ILL book can take at least 10 

days, depending on holiday schedules and 

availability,ó Kokot added. òAlso, there are 

some restrictions about what can be bor-

rowed. For example, we donõt borrow or loan 

best sellers or books published in the last 

twelve months, DVDs, music, or rare or ex-

pensive books.ó 

HPL borrows on average about 80 books 

for patrons monthly, with almost 60 books 

being sent to other libraries through the 

same system. A devoted fan of the process 

shared her thoughts. 

òInterLibrary Loans are a great way to read 

and view all kinds of books. Libraries in oth-

er sizes of cities or at universities with spe-

cific concentrations may have widely varying 

collections. I can request scholarly works, 

niche publications, or just things I never got 

around to reading the last few years, and itõs 

very rare that someone isnõt willing to share 

it with our library.ó 

TexShare Cards 

Whether or not an ILL results in available 

books, HPL patrons can also apply for a 

TexShare card, with access to borrow from 

over 500 libraries across the state (a great 

option when on vacation or while visiting out 

of town friends and family). TexShare is a 

program provided under the auspices of the 

Texas State Library. The basic requirement is 

to be a member in good standing at HPL for 

at least six months. The TexShare Card is 

valid for six months and may be renewed if 

the user remains in good standing. HPL rec-

ords show it has issued approximately 30 

TexShare Cards in the last six months. 

òTexShare cards are a simple thing to ac-

quire, with exponential opportunities,ó Kokot 

said. òTo check out material from another 

location, present your photo ID, your HPL 

library card, and your TexShare Card.ó 

Each library sets its own lending policies 

for visiting TexShare cardholders. Kokot 

 

Continued on Page 4 

Canôt find a book? Let HPL find it! 
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